Hypertensive brain stem encephalopathy in a patient with chronic renal failure.
Hypertensive brain stem encephalopathy is a rare disorder that can be seen in severe hypertensive encephalopathy. Patients with chronic renal failure are more prone to develop this disorder because a mild elevation of the blood pressure can already induce brain changes. It is important to diagnose this entity as soon as possible because the symptoms and brain stem lesions are reversible following treatment and because it is important to exclude brain stem ischemia in the diagnostic work-up. Brain MRI and particularly diffusion weighted images are crucial for this purpose.